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SOLOMON, SCHISM, THE PEAK OF THE KINGDOM 
1 Kings 1-14; 2 Chronicles 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 David, the great prefigure of Jesus as king, 
chose Solomon, Bathseba’s son, as his successor. 
David’s life and his court were simple, rustic in 
appearance, similar to the life of his people. As 
the youngest of seven sons, a mere youth when 
God called him, trained in nothing but shepherd-
ing, David gave few signs of becoming a king. 
 
 Conversely, his son Solomon was reared in a 
king’s court, was aware of his likely choice to 
succeed David (1 Kings 1:16-17), and had no war-
fare to absorb his attention. These circumstances 
have both positive and negative effects on Solo-
mon and the Israelites, as we shall see. 
 
 Sources of the Historical Books. From here 
on, we will begin to find in the scripture, refer-
ences to its sources, “as is written in the Annals of 
King David” or “according to the Chronicles of 
the Kings of Juda.” Apparently, these volumes 
were quite detailed (there were five volumes in 
one of them). They have all been lost. Archeology 
may yet find one or more of them, as it has many 
other historical documents, buried in the near-East 
soil of the ages. 
 

 1 Chronicles is mostly another source of King 
David’s life, with much interesting detail not 
found in 2 Samuel. Both books of Chronicles con-
tain material in 1 and 2 Kings, but treated with 
emphasis on the temple and worship developed by 
David, particularly the musicians, instruments, 
and orderly schedule of Levites for the services. It 
is quite interesting. 
 
 These books were the work of what is called 
the “Deuteronomist Editor” who describes all in 
the light of Moses and of God’s People—a theo-
logical historical style—a sacred history. Yet, 
more and more, historians and scholars find their 
discoveries corroborating the Scripture books’ 
history and places. We who are students of Bibli-
cal books, have the aim of discovering what God 
is saying to our times, what we can learn about 
living our faith, about growing in our relationship 
with God. We, too have a sacred history as we 
live. Is it a tale of growing likeness to “the image 
of God,” to being a follower of Christ? 
 
I. SOLOMON’S EMPHASIS ON THE WOR-
SHIP OF GOD (1 Kings 1-11; 2 Chronicles 
1-9). 
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 A. Assembly at Gibeon (2 Chronicles 
1:1-12; 1 Kings 3:1-15 [961-922 B.C.]). As 
David lay dying, he sent for Solomon and said, “I 
am going the way of all mankind. Take courage 
and be a man. Keep the mandate of the Lord, your 
God, following his ways and observing his stat-
utes, commands, ordinances and decrees as they 
are written in the law of Moses. . .” (1 Kings 2:1-
3). “Solomon loved the Lord, and obeyed the stat-
ues of his father David” (1 Kings 3:3). 
 
 The shrine at Gibeon was a “high place” in the 
Deuteronomist mind and so never proper for 
Yahweh’s worship—most were places of Baal 
and Astarte worship. Mountains in the early peo-
ple’s view were where the gods lived. Actually, 
they say much to God’s people too, for they are 
above the earth; they reach for heaven; they are 
quiet, in touch with God. In this case, Solomon 
called all Israel to Gibeon because the meeting 
tent of God, made in the desert by Moses was 
there; also the bronze altar Bezalel had made. 
Here “thousands” of sacrifices were offered by 
Solomon and the people. The Lord said to Solo-
mon, “Ask something from me, and I will give it 
to you.” Nearly a thousand years later, God the 
Son said to His followers: “Ask whatever you 
wish, in my name; the Father will give it to you” 
(John 16:23). Do you believe this, and act on it? 
 
 Solomon replied, “I serve a vast people…give 
me, therefore, an understanding heart to judge 
your people and to distinguish right from wrong. 
For who is able to judge this vast people of 
yours?” (1 Kings 3:8-9). This young king imme-
diately showed where his heart was. God gave 
him more “riches, treasure, and honor such as no 
king before you and none will have after you” (1 
Kings 3:12-14). One is tempted to think, “Oh, no! 
That will ruin him!” We’ll see how Solomon’s 
story ends. 
 
 B. A Temple for Yahweh, the God of 
Israel. David had left plans and materials and 
precious metals for the temple that God had said 
would be Solomon’s work. 

  1. Preparations (1 Kings 5:15-26). Mt. 
Moriah was David’s choice for the temple; it was 
believed to be the site of Abraham’s near-offering 
of Isaac as a sacrifice to Yahweh. Solomon made 
an accord with Hiram, king of Tyre for skilled 
artisans and materials for the temple, especially 
cedars from Lebanon. 
 
  2. The Temple Building. This first of sev-
eral temples as history rolls on, was probably the 
most beautiful, with its walls, floors, and furnish-
ings all of gold over the wood (2 Chronicles 3:1-
14). The “two-winged creatures (cherubim) of ol-
ive wood, their outstretched wings meeting each 
other forming a canopy over the Ark of the Cove-
nant, were ancient symbols of guardians of gates 
and temples. They disappeared in the next temple, 
after the Ark had been lost. 
 
  3. Dedication of the Temple (2 Chronicles 
5:1-14; 1 Kings 8:1-66). The elders, leaders, and 
princes of ancestral houses came to Jerusalem to 
bring up the Ark. The Levites and the Levitical 
priests carried it and all the sacred vessels; King 
Solomon and the entire community of Israel gath-
ered about him and offered sacrifices. A special 
sense of being present comes when one reads the 
description of Aseph and other leaders, dressed in 
linen, standing east of the Altar, playing upon 
cymbals, lyres, and harps, as 120 priests blew 
their trumpets. “And the harmony between trum-
peters and singers was such that only one melody 
could be heard” (2 Chronicles 5:13). The writer 
here as I hope we are also, was a lover of “some-
thing beautiful for God,” in our worship of the 
King of Heaven. 
 
 Two more highlights come as we read: “the 
Temple was filled with the glory of Yahweh…” 
Reminds us of the Pentateuch’s wonderful experi-
ence: “the glory of God filled the dwelling” (Exo-
dus 40:34-38). Then Solomon addressed the peo-
ple and prayed. His prayer for himself (1 Kings 
8:10-61) is truly worthy of a young ardent Israel-
ite of the People of God. 
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 Another visit at night comes from God, warn-
ing and encouraging Solomon to walk as David 
did, and his “house” will endure. If not, “they will 
be uprooted from the country” and the Temple 
“disowned” (2 Chronicles 7:12-22). Unfaithful-
ness to good morals and faith in obedient respect 
to God, brings a country down; God can uproot 
our “house,” our country, at any time. In fact, citi-
zens do this themselves when crime and immo-
rality abounds, and it falls, as Rome did. 
 
II. SOLOMON’S GLORY (1 Kings 3:12) 
 
 A. The Wisdom of Solomon. The well-
known judgment of Solomon when two prosti-
tutes claim the same live child is added here in 1 
Kings 3:16-28. “Cut the living child in two and 
give each woman a half,” said Solomon. The real 
mother begged, “My Lord, give her the child. Let 
it live!” Solomon awarded her the child, saying, 
“She is its mother.” 
 
 In the Wisdom literature in the Bible, Solo-
mon’s name is used frequently as the Wise Man; 
in fact, one book is called the Wisdom of Solo-
mon. Another tribute to his gift from God is found 
in 1 Kings 5:9-15. 
 
 A charming, pleasant queen on the southern 
tip of Arabia came to visit Solomon, probably for 
economic and political reasons. The Queen of 
Sheba’s visit shows the extent of Solomon’s in-
fluence, for his trade with other nations was ex-
tensive, both by sea through his great port which 
he built at Ezion-Geber on the Gulf of Aqaba 
leading to the Red Sea, and Egypt, Asia and Afri-
ca. With his large numbers of chariots and drivers 
with their horses, he had goods and services going 
and coming in his reign. Above all this, he had a 
wise heart and a peaceful and wealthy land. 
 
 B. The Rule of Solomon. After the Temple 
was finished, Solomon built his palace. Do we 
take care of God’s interests first, and then ours? 
 

 Solomon divided Israel into twelve districts 
and appointed an official to collect monthly food 
for the many officials and visitors at his court (1 
Kings 5:1-14). He celebrated all feasts and orga-
nized the priests at Leviticus services. 
 
 We must note that in the desert, the Dwelling 
for God was built by the labor and free-will offer-
ings of the people (Exodus 35-38). Solomon used 
forced labor (1 Kings 9:15-23). 
 
 C. Solomon’s Wealth (2 Chronicles 
1:13-17; 9:17-28). “King Solomon surpassed all 
the other kings of the earth in riches as well as in 
wisdom” (2 Chronicles 9:22). He received much 
gold from his Tarshish fleet, the traffic of mer-
chants, and all the kings of Arabia and the gover-
nors of the country (1 Kings 10:14). 
 
 D. The Sins of Solomon. “When Solomon 
was old, his wives had turned his heart to strange 
gods, and his heart was not entirely with the Lord 
his God as the heart of his father David had been” 
(1 Kings 11:4). Most of his wives were foreign, 
beginning with the daughter of Pharaoh. His in-
termarriage with all these was not from principle, 
but from weakness. His falling into idolatry came 
from associating with and loving women without 
the principles that came from the Mosaic Law; his 
foreign wives and worship of false gods sullied 
the old man just when he was near to facing the 
judgment of Yahweh as death neared. Since he 
could take none of his wealth, or his wives, he 
stood before God with only himself, fallen from 
the young faithful king at Gibeon. He can give us 
pause to think. We need to take time, quiet time, 
to reflect on our personal lesson in each Scripture. 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 tells us what Scripture is for 
us. 
 
III. SOLOMON’S KINGDOM SPLIT (1 Kings 
12) 
 
 A. The Kingdom of Israel - 930 B.C. Re-
hoboam, Solomon’s son, heard a different view of 
his father: All Israel said to him, “Your father put 
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on us a heavy yoke. If you now lighten the harsh 
service and the heavy yoke your father imposed 
on us, we will serve you” (1 Kings 12:3). This 
puts quite a damper on the glories of King Solo-
mon, doesn’t it? It should not surprise us. Wealth 
and power do not usually develop anyone in 
God’s image. 
 
 Upon the advice of his young friends, Reho-
boam made a great mistake. He answered the 
people, “My father put upon you a heavy yoke; I 
will make it heavier.” The Israelites left his pres-
ence, and his rule; Rehoboam had lost ten of the 
twelve tribes! 
 
 The ten northern tribes made Jeroboam, a 
former servant of Solomon’s who had rebelled 
against Solomon and had taken refuge in Egypt, 
the crowned king of Israel. The political schism 
became a religious one when Jeroboam chose the 
two traditional shrines of Bethel and Dan for the 
worship centers. He put images of golden calves 
there—some writers say they were meant to stand 
as the cherubim did in the Jerusalem temple, pro-
tecting and adoring Yahweh. That did not come 
across to the people. Jeroboam was further astray 
when he appointed new priests and other Levites 
to migrate to Judah. Yet, the faith survived in 
many a village and town. When this kingdom fell 
to the Assyrians, paganism became mingled with 
Yahwism. An example of this is the Samaritan 
woman whom Jesus met at Jacob’s well (John 4). 
 
 B. The Non-Writing Prophets. On his 
part, God inspired prophets to speak to both 
northern and southern kings. Some of these are 
named in these books: Iddo (2 Chronicles 13:22), 
Azariah (2 Chronicles 15:1), Hanani (2 Chronicles 
16:7), Jehu the Seer (2 Chronicles 19:1). Three 
outstanding prophets of this kind, have their min-
istries told extensively: Micaiah, Elijah, and Eli-
sha. 
 
  1. Micaiah, a brave prophet (2 Chronicles 
17:7-9, 18:25-27). The king of Judah, Jehosha-
phat, made an alliance with King Ahab of Israel 

against a common enemy. Jehoshaphat asked that 
they seek the Lord first. Ahab called for his 400 
cult prophets, who prophesied good fortune in 
battle. Jehoshaphat, in some doubt, asked, “Is 
there no other prophet here whom we may con-
sult?” Reluctantly, Ahab sent for Micaiah, who at 
first merely echoed the 400, but Ahab pressed him 
for “the truth,”(Micaiah usually did not agree with 
the 400 or Ahab). Now he prophesied death for 
Ahab in the battle. Enraged, Ahab sent him to 
prison and went out to battle in disguise, while 
King Jehoshaphat went in his royal dress. By 
chance, during the battle Ahab was killed. The 
enemy left Jehoshaphat alone. The courage to 
prophesy doom, which threw Micaiah into prison 
(we don’t know when or if he was released after 
Ahab died), is a sure mark of God’s true prophets 
(2 Chronicles 18:16-27). 
 
  2. Elijah (1 Kings 17 - 2 Kings 1, 2). Eli-
jah had predicted a drought in Israel, which came 
to be. God sent him away to the east of the Jordan. 
Each morning and evening a raven brought him 
bread and meat. When the Lord sent him else-
where, he asked a widow for a drink of water, and 
a piece of bread. The widow was starving along 
with her child, and told Elijah so. Elijah promised 
that her flour would not run out until the rain 
came. He stayed there and all three had bread to 
eat. When a new misfortune arose for the widow, 
her son's sudden death, she wept and complained 
to Elijah, who put the boy on his bed, stretched 
himself three times over the child and prayed. The 
child began to breathe. You may notice the pre-
figures of Christ the Lord in these two miracles. 
Can you find them? 
 
 The Lord sent Elijah to Ahab when Jezebel, 
Ahab's wicked, foreign wife had ordered all the 
cult prophets of Yahweh's shrine to be killed. Eli-
jah called all Israel and all the Baal prophets to 
Mt. Carmel and ordered two young bulls to be cut 
as pieces for a sacrifice on the altar. The Baal 
prophets and Elijah each were to call on the god 
to set the wood afire. The Baal prophets sang, 
shouted, and hopped around the altar slashing 
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themselves with swords all the day, calling on 
Baal to light the fire, Elijah taunting them all the 
while.  At evening Elijah's turn came. He built an 
altar with twelve stones representing the twelve 
tribes (1 Kings 18:36-37). At his prayer, fire came 
down and consumed all on the altar. The Israelites 
all fell prostrate and acknowledged Yahweh as 
their God. 
 
 This public assembly was a restoration of the 
faith needed for a re-establishment of the Cove-
nant made at Mt. Horeb. Can you see the parallel 
of Elijah with Moses in several aspects? This 
astounding miracle followed by a heavy rain was 
a new evidence of Elijah's standing with his God, 
the God of Israel. 
 
 Now Jezebel planned his death. Elijah is tired 
and frightened by this time and flees to Mt. Sinai, 
the mountain of Moses. He walked 40 days and 
40 nights, having food sent by God. One of the 
clearest Old Testament revelations of God came 
in the next episode. Read 1 Kings 19:12-18. This 
passage is read each year on one Sunday. Our 
God is not a natural force of fury; he is like a 
whisper heard only in silence as His Spirit speaks 
within to those who are listening. 
 
 During Jesus’ mountaintop experience at Mt. 
Tabor these two Israelite prophets, Moses and Eli-
jah, appeared beside Jesus (Mark 9:2-4). This 
Gospel is read at the feast of the Transfiguration 
of Jesus, which the apostles (representing the 
whole people of God) witnessed. 
 
 Elijah's great miracles and his hardships for 
God are about over. God shows him Elisha, a 
farmer, and announces that he is to take Elijah's 
place as God's prophet. There are overtones here 
of Moses calling Joshua to succeed him, in addi-
tion to having again a Mt. Sinai “Moses” in the 
person of Elijah.  There is one more teaching to 
do for God. Ahab's great desire for a piece of land 
belonging to a poor Israelite leads to Jezebel's 
having the man, Naboth, killed. We see here a 
thing expressly forbidden in the Mosaic law: the 

respect of each one's heritage, respect for the in-
dividual also. Elijah announced the coming pun-
ishment of both Ahab and Jezebel, which hap-
pened later as he said. 
 
 Naboth's vineyard story introduced the need 
for social justice, a theme in Israel especially, that 
the writing prophets took up with courage. 
 
 In 2 Kings 2 we read of the flaming chariot 
and flaming horse taking Elijah up to heaven as 
Elisha watched. Hundreds of years later, the 
Apostles (Peter, James and John) watched in awe 
as Jesus was changed into a heavenly figure and 
Moses and Elijah conversed with him. Still later, 
all of Jesus’ followers saw Him going up to heav-
en without needing a chariot! 
 
  3. ELISHA was a guild prophet whose ca-
reer also included many miracles. A special one is 
about this winsome little Hebrew girl, servant to 
the wife of Naaman, an army commander in 
Aram, who had leprosy. The child tells of the 
prophet in Israel, Elisha. The journey there is ar-
ranged; obedient faith and a faithful servant win 
over Naaman's resistance when Elisha “snubs” 
him by ordering him merely to go wash in the 
Jordan (2 Kings 5:1-19). This is also read in the 
church on a Sunday. 
 
 The years from the 780's to the end of the 
kingdoms are eras of the great prophets, both the 
major (longer books) and the minor (shorter writ-
ings). Their words are beauty in poetry, power in 
prose, and ardor in the name of Yahweh. 
 
 Immersed with the struggle that God has with 
these people of His, we might have thought that 
all had failed. The fidelity of God, His “hesed” as 
the Jews called it, is stronger than any failure of 
human nature. Love is eternal and our God will 
not abandon our race. Each time we fail, he intro-
duces a new “shot in the arm” until he sends the 
LORD of all, the God-Man, descended from Jes-
se, from David. 
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IV. LESSONS FOR US 
 
 Hearing a vast multitude from Edom invading 
their borders, Jehoshaphat hastened to consult the 
Lord. He proclaimed a fast for all Judah. All Ju-
dah assembled in the house of the Lord with their 
little ones, their wives, their children. The Spirit 
of the Lord came upon Jahziel, and he said: “Lis-
ten, all of Judah, inhabitants of Jerusalem, the 
Lord says to you, ‘Do not fear or lose heart at the 
sight of this vast multitude, for the battle is not 
yours, but God’s’” (2 Chronicles 20:15).  When 
worried do we consult the Lord, fast, assemble in 
God’s presence? Do we remember that “the battle 

is not ours, but God’s?” Absolute trust in a child’s 
eyes moves parents, so much trust in us, as Jesus 
told us, wins the Father’s answer. 
 
 The supposed prophets of Yahweh in Israel 
were instead serving the interests of Ahab and his 
pagan queen. People in office, secular or reli-
gious, often give favors to their supporters. Do we 
support those who follow or promise unjust, un-
wise, or selfish policies that will benefit us? Mi-
caiah is our model. Have we spoken God’s truth 
in difficult situations? Many today go to jail for a 
just cause, for truth. 
 

 
* * * * * * * 
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QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 5 
Amos 

 
Day 1  Read the Notes. Share what was helpful or new to you. 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 2 
  a. Read Amos 1:1-2:16. Why do you think the “crimes” of Israel are listed more, and the mes-

sage of God longer than any of the other countries in Israel’s prophecy from God? 
 
 
 
 
 
  b. Read Amos 3:1-4:13 and Isaiah 17:2. In Amos3:2 to whom is this first word directed? 
 
 
 
 
 
  c. Who fits 3:2 today? 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 3 
  a. Read Amos 5:1-27 and 6:1-14. What survival advice does Yahweh give Israel? Quote verses 

from the text in your answer. 
 
 
 
 
 
  b. What sins in Amos 5:10-13 are found in affluent nations today? 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 4 
  a. Read Amos 7:1-17. What do you learn from Amos’ reaction to Visions 1 and 2? 
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  b. Amos is an “out of town” shepherd. Who has a strong reaction against him, and where? 
 
 
 
 
 
  c. Is Amos undaunted, fearless? How do you know? 
 
 
 
 
Day 5 
  a. Read Amos 8. Are any such warnings given to the world today? Which? 
 
 
 
 
 
  b. What is the reception given to such a warning today? 
 
 
 
 
 
  c. Think of your own reaction to any such messages. What is a wise reaction? 
 
 
 
 
 
  d. What punishment foretold in verses 9-12 is the most hurtful? Why? 
 
 
 
 
 
Day 6 
  a. Read Amos 9. In history, how has 9:9 been fulfilled? 
 
 
 
 
 
  b. Read Acts 15:16-18. How does this relate to Amos 9:11? 


